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After the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade, a number of
corporations across the country an-
nounced plans to cover travel costs for
employees seeking an abortion. Many
of these companies are based in Austin

or have significant operations in the
metro area. 

Under the state’s “trigger law” set to
go into effect in the coming weeks, per-
forming an abortion in Texas at any
point in a pregnancy will become a felo-
ny. 

Some companies made similar
moves as laws restricting abortion were
implemented in some states after a Su-

preme Court draft majority opinion
leaked in May that suggested justices
would reverse Roe v. Wade.

Here’s a look at some of the compa-
nies with ties to Austin that expanded
coverage: 

Advanced Micro Devices

The technology company, which is

formally headquartered in California
but has most of its senior leadership and
operations based in Austin, where it
employs about 2,400 people, said all
AMD employees and dependents par-
ticipating in its U.S. health care plan will
receive travel and lodging reimburse-
ment for covered medical services not 

Abortion-related travel: Who’s paying?
Rebecca Johnson
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

See COMPANIES, Page 2B

FINALE FOR THE FOURTH

Thousands filled the lawn at Vic Mathias Shores on Monday night during the annual Fourth of July fireworks

display over Austin. AARON E. MARTINEZ / AMERICAN-STATESMAN

An Austin man is dead, another
swimmer is missing, and a third was
hospitalized with life-threatening in-
juries after separate incidents on Cen-
tral Texas waterways on the July 4
holiday.

Two of the incidents occurred in
Lake Travis, which local officials had
warned was at higher-than-normal
risk for potential drownings due to its
lower water level caused by drought
conditions.

The confirmed drowning happened
on the Guadalupe River in New Braun-
fels, where officials identified the vic-
tim as Pablo Daniel Calzada Rodri-
guez, 27, of Austin. 

At the scene, first responders at-
tempted life-saving measures on Rod-
riguez, who had been pulled from the
water after going under for an unde-
termined amount of time. He was
transported to Christus Santa Rosa
Hospital New Braunfels where he was
pronounced dead, according to the
New Braunfels Police Department.

Jennifer Saunders, justice of the
peace for Precinct 4, has ordered an
autopsy, but officials said a prelimi-
nary investigation indicates the inci-
dent was accidental drowning.

On Lake Travis, a search was ongo-
ing Tuesday for a missing swimmer,
according to law enforcement officials. 

Lake Travis Fire Rescue and Austin-
Travis County EMS responded to a call
at 6300 Bob Wentz Park Road shortly
after 6 p.m. Monday, after a swimmer
was missing for about 10 minutes, offi-
cials said.

Rescue crews were unable to locate
the swimmer after nearly an hour of
searching, and EMS officials said the
incident was being considered a re-
covery operation, which was being led
by the Travis County sheriff’s office.
The missing swimmer was not identi-
fied.

In a separate incident, EMS crews
were called to a possible drowning at
Mansfield Dam Park on Lake Travis
shortly before 8 p.m. Monday

According to EMS officials, a swim-
mer was submerged for about 10 min-
utes before being brought to shore. By-
standers performed CPR, before Lake
Travis Fire Rescue and medics from
the Austin-Travis County EMS
stepped in and were able to find a
pulse.

The patient, who was not identi-
fied, was at Dell Seton Medical Center
in “life-threatening condition,” ac-
cording to EMS officials.

1 killed, 
1 missing 
in Central
Texas
waterways 
Rebecca Johnson
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

In a victory for phone service provid-
ers that serve Texas’ hardest-to-reach
places, a state appeals court has or-
dered the Public Utility Commission to
pay the companies more than $200 mil-
lion in legally required subsidies it has
shorted them over the past few years.

The ruling by the Austin-based 3rd
Court of Appeals handed down just be-
fore the start of the Fourth of July week-
end said the state regulatory agency had
no authority to underfund payments to
dozens of rural telephone companies
and cooperatives that help offset the
high cost of running poles, wires and
cell towers to places where few people
live.

At issue is a pool of money called the
Texas Universal Service Fund that is
managed by the PUC and is built
through small surcharges assessed on
all customers to ensure that phone ser-
vice is available even in the most deso-
late locales. 

The pool is dwindling, and the PUC in
2020 declined to act on a staff recom-
mendation to increase the surcharge.
Instead, commissioners opted to reduce
the amount of the subsidies it pays the

providers. That prompted the lawsuit,
and that is what Justice Gisela Triana of
the 3rd Court said violated state law.

“While the Commission has discre-
tion to decide how to fund TUSF, it
lacks the discretion to underfund
TUSF,” Triana wrote in her ruling.

A PUC spokesman declined to com-
ment on the ruling because the matter
could still be appealed to the Texas Su-
preme Court. A spokesman for state
Attorney General Ken Paxton did not
respond to a question on whether such
an appeal was being contemplated.

PUC Executive Director Thomas
Gleeson, who is the agency’s top ad-
ministrator but not a voting member,
told a legislative panel last week the
service fund shortfall has been loom-
ing for more than two years.

“Back in mid- to late 2019, the PUC
began to notice that taxable receipts
into the USF were declining drastical-
ly,” Gleeson told the Senate Business
and Commerce Committee.

Key to the decline, he said, is that
smartphone companies only assess
the surcharge on the parts of custom-
ers’ bills earmarked for traditional
phone calls but not for features such as
internet browsing. 

A satellite phone company that
services locations so remote that cell 

Appeals court orders PUC to pay rural
phone companies more than $200M
John C. Moritz
Corpus Christi Caller-Times

A state subsidy fund helps offset the
high cost of placing cellular towers,
telephone poles and wires in places
where few people live.
TORIN HALSEY/TIMES RECORD NEWS

See PUC, Page 2B
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able to be performed in their state of res-
idence.

“Providing equal access to quality
health services for all AMDers, no mat-
ter where they live, has been a funda-
mental tenet of our benefits approach
for many years,” the company told the
American-Statesman. 

Amazon

Reuters reported in May that the e-
commerce giant, which has an estimat-
ed 11,000 Austin-area employees, will
pay up to $4,000 every year for travel
expenses for “non-life-threatening
medical treatments” including abortion. 

This policy is available to U.S. em-
ployees – warehouse and corporate
workers – and covered dependents en-
rolled in Premera or Aetna health plans,
Reuters reported. It applies if an opera-
tion isn’t available within 100 miles of an
employee’s home and virtual care isn’t
an option.

The policy became retroactively
available starting Jan. 1.

Apple

This technology company confirmed
to CNBC that employees can use com-
pany benefits to access medical care
out-of-state. About 7,000 people work
for Apple in the Austin metro area. 

“As we’ve said before, we support our
employees’ rights to make their own de-
cisions regarding their reproductive
health. For more than a decade, Apple’s
comprehensive benefits have allowed
our employees to travel out-of-state for
medical care if it is unavailable in their

home state,” a company spokesperson
said to CNBC. 

In an internal memo from September,
Apple indicated that it was monitoring
abortion laws in Texas, and it said em-
ployees could get out-of-state medical
care using company benefits if it was
unavailable in their home state. 

Bumble

The Austin-based dating and social
networking company has said it is im-
plementing benefits to support repro-
ductive health and family planning ser-
vices for employees, including abortion
care and related travel costs, as well as
fertility treatment, egg-freezing, adop-
tion and surrogacy.

Bumble said in a written statement
that it made financial contributions to
the American Civil Liberties Union of
Texas and Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America. It also signed the “Don’t
Ban Equality” statement, which op-
poses restricting access to abortion-re-
lated services. 

“At Bumble, we believe in the right 
to choose and to exercise control over
our bodies. The safety, privacy, and
freedom of family planning are critical
to equality for all – and that includes
covering access to abortion care,” the
company’s statement said. “We will
continue to support our employees to
get access to the health care services
that they need.”

The company created a fund in Sep-
tember to support reproductive rights
and help people access abortions in
Texas after a law went into effect pro-
hibiting abortions at as early as six
weeks. 

Certain Affinity

After the draft opinion was leaked 

in May, this independent game devel-
oper’s CEO Max Hoberman tweeted
that the company will cover “pre-ap-
proved, documented, reasonable out-
of-pockets costs” for employees to relo-
cate to another state or province the
company operates in if an employee’s
state restricts access to “what a ma-
jority of medical experts consider es-
sential care, and this makes remaining
there untenable for you and your fam-
ily.” 

The company, which is headquar-
tered in Austin, retweeted this state-
ment after the June 24 ruling. 

Dell Technologies

Technology giant Dell Technologies,
which is headquartered in Round Rock
and has about 13,000 employees in the
Austin metro area, said it’s working
with its health care plan administrators
to make sure its health coverage gives
employees access to “all types of cov-
ered care, even when providers are not
available in a team member’s home lo-
cation.”

“Our priority remains on our team
members’ health and well-being,” the
company said.

Indeed

Online job-hunting service Indeed,
which has about 2,800 workers in Aus-
tin, tweeted that employees on compa-
ny insurance “will continue to be reim-
bursed for travel expenses for covered
medical procedures that are unavailable
where they live.”

“Anything that limits the freedom of
women and those who can become
pregnant to make their own decisions
about their health hurts them and soci-
ety,” the statement said. “Limiting ac-
cess to safe and affordable health care

will hit hardest in marginalized commu-
nities, especially people of color and
those in lower income brackets.” 

Indeed spokesperson Jyotsna Grover
told the Statesman that employees
don’t need to indicate the type of med-
ical procedure or disclose any details to
their manager to claim this benefit. 

Meta

Meta, the parent company of Face-
book and Instagram, which employs
about 2,000 people in the Austin met-
ro area, said it will offer employees trav-
el expense reimbursements “to the ex-
tent permitted by law” to access out-of-
state health care and reproductive ser-
vices.

“We are in the process of assessing
how best to do so given the legal com-
plexities involved,” spokesperson An-
drea Beasley said. 

Oakview Group

The investment company, which is
the principal owner of the new Moody
Center at the University of Texas at Aus-
tin, said in an Instagram post that it will
“cover any necessary travel costs for our
female employees to access the care
they need outside of their state.” 

Tesla

Austin-based automaker Tesla an-
nounced in May that it would cover trav-
el costs for employees seeking out-of-
state abortions. 

In its 2021 “Impact report,” Tesla said
it expanded its Safety Net program and
health insurance offerings last year to
include “travel and lodging support for
those who may need to seek healthcare
services that are unavailable in their
home state.”

Companies
Continued from Page 1B

towers and telephone lines have not
yet been installed has said it plans to
cease operations Sept. 1, which would
leave about 3,000 customers discon-
nected, unless its subsidy from the
Universal Service Fund is increased.

Legislation to address the shortfall
was vetoed in 2021 by Gov. Greg Ab-
bott, who said its chief effect would be
to raise rates for millions of customers.
The Senate committee is exploring
other options for stabilizing the fund,
including tightening eligibility for
companies that service areas that
were once rural but are now more
densely developed.

Rusty Moore, the CEO of Big Bend
Telecom and the president of the Tex-
as Telephone Association, called the
3rd Court’s ruling a victory for rural

Texans who, if left without phone ser-
vice, would be even more isolated and
unable to call 911 in an emergency or
even operate their businesses.

“We are thrilled the court has agreed
with us,” Moore said. “USF is a funda-
mental building block of a connected
rural Texas.”

In testimony to the Senate committee
before the court ruling was handed
down, Moore cautioned lawmakers
against taking a heavy-handed ap-
proach to overhauling the fund. He not-
ed that the companies that brought the
lawsuit are legally required to provide
phone service to every willing customer,
no matter the cost.

“Our area is about as remote and high
cost as you’ll find anywhere,” Moore
said. “Without the USF, (Big Bend Tele-
com) could never provide a universal
service across our territory, which is
enormous — actually more than 17,500
square miles. This is an area that’s big-
ger than nine U.S. states.”

PUC
Continued from Page 1B

The U.S. Coast Guard rescued 15 peo-
ple after their 87-foot pleasure vessel
began sinking near Port Aransas on
Monday. 

Around 9:25 a.m. the Coast Guard re-
ceived a call that a pleasure craft,
dubbed Pensées, was taking on water
and sinking near the Port Aransas
Municipal Boat Marina, officials said in
a news release. 

The Coast Guard sent its 45-foot re-
sponse boat to assist with the rescue. 

There were no injuries and occu-
pants of the Pensées were taken off the
vessel to a nearby pier, officials said. 

The Pensées, however, was sub-
merged near the harbor despite at-
tempts to empty it with pumps. Offi-
cials did not say why the vessel took on
water. 

Joel Salgado-Castro, operations
unit controller at Sector/Air Station
Corpus Christi, said in the news re-
lease that reliable communication pre-
vented a potential tragedy. 

“Thanks to the attentiveness of
these boaters and their use of a VHF-
FM radio, our rescue crews were able
to provide assistance before the situa-
tion worsened,” Salgado-Castro said.
“Utilization of reliable communication
equipment helps us rapidly detect and
respond to emergencies.”

Coast Guard rescues 
15 near Port Aransas
Timothy Fanning
San Antonio Express-News

Comedian John Oliver offered to buy
all of the creepy baby dolls washing up
on South Texas beaches with a donation
to the Mission-Aransas Reserve’s turtle
and marine wildlife rehabilitation pro-
gram.

On Sunday, the host of HBO’s “Last
Week Tonight With John Oliver” offered
to buy all of the remaining barnacle-en-
crusted dolls in a video about his hatred
for the creepy phenomenon. 

“We will reluctantly buy all of the re-
maining dolls that you have ... with a
$10,000 donation to the turtle and ma-
rine wildlife rehabilitation program,” Ol-
iver said on his show. “We will do it and
then, crucially, I promise we will figure
out the best way to destroy every last
one.”

Oliver’s show is on break until later
this month, but Oliver said he ran an ex-
tra segment because he hates the beach
dolls so much.

“I hate those dolls,” Oliver said. “I
hate them so much. I am here talking to
you about that in a week that we are off
exclusively because I hate them.”

The dolls, often covered with goose-
neck barnacles and algae, wash up on
South Texas beaches every month, ac-
cording to the Mission-Aransas Nation-

al Estuarine Research Reserve.
The reserve has drawn attention on

social media by posting the most inter-
esting washed-up dolls on its Facebook
page. 

Mission-Aransas Reserve is a federal
and state partnership administered by
the University of Texas that conducts
research, education and stewardship
programs and maintains health Texas
coasts.

Jace Tunnell, director of the reserve,
said he emailed the show’s producers
Tuesday morning about the offer. 

“It would be great if they would do-
nate to the ARK (Amos Rehabilitation
Keep) to help the sea turtles and prob-
ably good for the show to destroy the
dolls,” Tunnell said in an email. 

Comedian offers 
to buy creepy Texas
beach dolls for $10K

Oliver’s HBO show “Last Week Tonight With John Oliver” is on break until later
this month, but he said he ran an extra segment Sunday because he hates the
beach dolls so much. MISSION-ARANSAS RESERVE

Comedian John Oliver has offered to
buy all of the creepy barnacle- and
algae-covered dolls washing up on
South Texas beaches with a $10,000
donation to the Mission-Aransas
Reserve’s turtle and marine wildlife
rehabilitation program. JACE TUNNELL

Reserve has attracted
attention on social media 

Ashlee Burns
Corpus Christi Caller Times

USA TODAY NETWORK


